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Yahrzeits August 14/15 
 

Herbert Golden    8/15 
Lucille Post     8/15 
Jack Becker     8/15 
Ester Atzbi     8/16 
Lester Auerbach    8/16 
Jean Dennis     8/16 
Ruth J. Frankel    8/16 
Harold Levenson    8/16 
Benjamin Lipshitz    8/16 
Ruth Wurtzel    8/16 
Martha Cohen    8/16 
Hyman Frank    8/17 
David Greenberg    8/17 
Alexander Kaplan    8/17 
Sam Lerner     8/18 
Kevin M. Cloney    8/19 
Edgar Sender    8/19 
Morris Dauber    8/19 
Claire Goldbaum    8/20 
Thelma Scher    8/20 
Shirley Baldachino    8/21 
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Shabbat Friday Evening Service 
 
Congregation Beth Ohr is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
 
Topic: Shabbat Friday Evening Service. Every week on Friday, until Aug 28, 2020, 
 3 occurrences 
 Aug 14, 2020 06:00 PM 
 Aug 21, 2020 06:00 PM 
 Aug 28, 2020 06:00 PM 
Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system. 
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZArduGopjIpG9PqHfQoCLdX0MiJ9Cg9i-
Vd/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGsqDoiGtycsxiARpwIBIj4WfTxiFhejfptjTfjMi9wTgfOZs9LGOtcF4HZ 
 
Join Zoom Meeting. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84618089317?pwd=aWZkOFpiOExqUWEzcnNsaFFoaEV4UT09 
 
Meeting ID: 846 1808 9317 
Password: 389976 
One tap mobile 
+20292056099,,84618089317#,,,,0#,,389976# US (New York) 
+13017158592,,84618089317#,,,,0#,,389976# US (Germantown) 
 
Dial by your location 
       +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
       +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 
       +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
       +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
       +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
       +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
Meeting ID: 846 1808 9317 
Password: 389976 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kG2wbGYhx 
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SUNDAY MORNING MINYAN 

 
Congregation Beth Ohr is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
 
Topic: Sunday Morning Minyan 
       Every week on Sunday until Aug 30, 2020, 3 occurrences 
       Aug 16, 2020 09:00 AM 
       Aug 23, 2020 09:00 AM 
       Aug 30, 2020 09:00 AM 
Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system. 
Weekly: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZUucuioqzIqEtzPV1gXFF4e5IcWNQq796li/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGp
rT4rGtGcsBGPRpwcA4_4d_TwmFhfj7dHrCm0BBh1RFfzY8tBBZxOAY-J 
 
Join Zoom Meeting. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81351059088?pwd=eGhaL00vbW9Bdkd2TXZCcEtTaDZjUT
09 
 
Meeting ID: 813 5105 9088 
Password: 389976 
One tap mobile 
+13017158592,,81351059088#,,,,0#,,389976# US (Germantown) 
+13126266799,,81351059088#,,,,0#,,389976# US (Chicago) 
 
Dial by your location 
       +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 
       +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
       +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
       +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
       +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
       +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
Meeting ID: 813 5105 9088 
Password: 389976 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdPt6zvJeH 
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WEEKDAY VIRTUAL CLASSES  

CLASSES WILL BE HELD ON MONDAY AND WEDNESDAY AT 

11:00AM FOR THE REST OF THE SUMMER.  

Please download and import the following calendar (.ics) files to your calendar 
system: 

 
DAILY:https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZIkcOigpz8vGdKUUgPkdogO_Af 
elV0MUCfW/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGupzwrEt2RtRqBRpwAHY_Cd_zxmClYj 
ad2qSriMytXbQTZCcNEN75JQPXl  

Join Zoom Meeting.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86971894536?pwd=T2ljbXRtY3o2WjVRUzdQ 
LzhCZz09  

Meeting ID: 869 7189 4536 
Password: 943830 
One tap mobile 
+13017158592,86971894536#, 1#, 943830# US (Germantown) 
+13126266799,86971894536#, 1#, 943830# US (Chicago)  

Dial by your location 
+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York) +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)  

Meeting ID: 869 7189 4536 
Password: 943830 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kuo9Z3Jpq  
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HIGH HOLIDAYS 2020 
 

HIGH HOLIDAYS GREETINGS 
If you would like to send Rosh Hashanah/Yom Kippur wishes to the 
congregation, please send your message (or just your name) to Paula Yourman 
at bubbe513@gmail.com, or call Paula at 609-409-0346. 
 
As in past years each listing costs $5.00.  Please make your check payable to 
Sisterhood Beth Ohr, and mail it directly to: 
 

Paula Yourman 
405 Harrier Drive 

Monroe Twp., N.J. 08831 
 

Yizkor Book 
By now most of you should have received a letter about the Yizkor Book with 
listings of the yahrzeits that we have on file in the database.  If you would like 
to make any additions or changes to the listing, and want to include your 
loved ones in the book, please call Phyllis at 732-939-2720 if the office is still 
closed, or the synagogue office at 732-257-1523 if we are open. 
 
If you would like to use your credit card, please call Phyllis at the above 
telephone numbers so that you can give her your account number and 
expiration date.  In an effort to protect your credit card information, please do 
not send her your number through U.S. mail or e-mail. 
 
When done, the Yizkor Book will be sent via e-mail.  Only those people who 
do not have e-mail will be sent the Yizkor Book through U.S. Mail. 
 
The deadline is Friday, September 11, 2020.  As always, there will be no 
exceptions. 
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High Holiday Tickets 
By now everyone should have received the request for tickets, letter from the 
Rabbi, and registration form for tickets for the High Holidays.   
 

1. All outstanding balances need to be paid in full prior to purchasing 
High Holiday registration 

2. Complete the registration form and mail it with your payment to 
the temple office by Wednesday, September 9, 2020.  The temple 
address is:   

 
Congregation Beth Ohr 

 P.O. Box 206 
 Old Bridge, New Jersey, 08857  

 
If you intend to charge the purchase to your credit card, mail the 
registration form to the office and call Phyllis at 732-939-2720.  (There 
is a 3.5% surcharge on all credit card transactions).        
 
The cost to attend services this year is $75.00 per person.  There is no 
charge for children under 21.  If you choose to attend the Yizkor 
Service only, the cost is $25.00 per person. 
 
If you have any questions, please call: 
  

Allen Skupp  at 732-895-4111, or 
Philip Rabinowitz at 732-501-4799 
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CONGREGATION BETH OHR SPECIAL FUNDS 
 
The following is a listing of Special Funds to which tax-deductible donations 
can be made: 
 
David Benish Memorial Fund 
Stephen Edwards Memorial Youth Fund 
Elaine Leibowitz Memorial Fund 
Beautification Fund 
Herman & Frieda Lipp Memorial Fund 
Mindy Nightingale Memorial Fund 
Stuart Polovsky Memorial Fund 
Herb Reinstein Memorial Fund 
Heidi Rogol Memorial Fund 
Rabbi Mishkin’s Discretionary Fund 
 
***When donating to these funds, please make your checks payable to 
CONGREGATION BETH OHR and write the fund’s name in the memo 
portion of the check. Thank you to the following people who made donations 
to Special Funds: 
 
 
David Benish  Memorial Fund 
By Allan & Linda Benish In Memory of Sylvia Benish 
 
David Benish Memorial Fund in Honor of Rosemarie Sender’s 100th 
Birthday (Linda Benish’s Mother) 
By Barbara & Ellis Abrams  
By Ed and Ruth Lubitz 
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Yahrzeit Memorial Plaque 
For your convenience, we have included this YAHRZEIT MEMORIAL PLAQUE FORM. If you 
would like to order a plaque, please fill out and return this form with a check for $300.00 to the 
synagogue office. If you have any questions about Hebrew names and/or dates, please call Phyllis. 
During the pandemic Phyllis is working at home and can be reached at 732-939-2720. 
 

 
 

(Print Name in Hebrew)                                                                (Date in English)   
_____________________________________________          ________________________ 
 
PLEDGE 
 
I hereby authorize you to supply and maintain permanently on your Memorial Tablet a nameplate in 
memory of: 
 
NAME IN FULL _____________________________________ 
for which I agree to pay $300.00. It is mutually agreed that each year, on the yahrzeit of the departed 
and on other appropriate occasions in accordance with Jewish custom, a Memorial Prayer will also be 
said. 
 
Signed by_______________________________________________     Date:_______________ 
PLEASE SEND IN YOUR INFORMATION AND PAYMENT ASAP, BUT THERE IS NO 
GUARANTEE THAT IT WILL BE READY FROM THE VENDOR IN TIME TO BE PLACED 
ON THE MEMORIAL WALL BEFORE YOM KIPPUR.    
************************************************ 

Tree of Life 
(To honor or memorialize a loved one) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
$118.00 
Signed by_______________________________ 
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Week of August 14/15 Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 
 
 
 Birthdays 

Meryl Finkelstein         8/14/20 
Martin Israel                   8/15/20 
Maxine Kaufman   8/17/20 
Bonnie Lerner  8/19/20 
 
 

Anniversaries 
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Silver  8/14/20 
Mr.  & Mrs. Lee Cadel  8/16/20 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Hillman  8/17/20 
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REMINDER:  SISTERHOOD BOARD MEETING, 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19, 2020 

 
SISTERHOOD OF CONGREGATION BETH OHR 

ANNUAL DUES STATEMENT 
 

2020 – 2021 
 

TEMPLE MEMBERS $36 
 

NON-TEMPLE MEMBERS $45 
 

DONOR CREDIT OF $5 WILL BE AWARDED TO 
MEMBERS WHO PAY THEIR DUES ON OR BEFORE 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2020	 	 	
	 	 	

	 	 	

MEMBERS WHO HAVE NOT REJOINED SISTERHOOD BY DECEMBER 
31, 2020 FORFEIT ALL PREVIOUSLY ACCUMULATED DONOR 
CREDIT. 
 

PLEASE SEND YOUR CHECK TO: 
ESTEE SPIEGEL 

9 NORTH STREET 
OLD BRIDGE, NJ 08857 

 
PLEASE INCLUDE: YOUR CURRENT ADDRESS AND YOUR 

 E-MAIL ADDRESS. WE WOULD LIKE TO UPDATE OUR SISTERHOOD 
LIST. IF YOU HAVE A WINTER ADDRESS, PLEASE INCLUDE THAT AS 
WELL. 
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ATTEND	the	ZOOM	minyan	every	Sunday.		This	Sunday	we	had	a	good	group	with	14	people	
logging	on	and	18	attending.		Chai-	that	works!		Great	going	for	everyone.	Let’s	keep	it	up.	C	
U	Sunday	at	the	minyan.		
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo of the Week 
Send me your favorite photos to include in the newsletter emcpa1@aol.com 

This photo provided by Herb Goldenberg.  THANK YOU Herb! 

	
	

	



 
 
 
  

 15 

Shabbat,		Aug	15,	2020.	One	Minute	Dvar	Torah	prepared	by	Ed	Mendlowitz. 
Re’eh 
Deuteronomy 11:26-16:17 
Parsha name 
Re’eh – “See” or “Behold” - First word in parsha.  The word refers to the choices being set before us. Blessings 
and curses.  We cannot accept the blessings without a vision of their benefits or consequences of failing to accept 
them. 
 
Torah portion summary and selections 
A very important parsha.  This parsha contains the Torah portions that we read on the last days of Passover and 
Shavuot, and on Shemini Atzereth - days when Yizkor is said.  This parsha also contains the admonition that 
those who follow the commandments will be blessed while those who do not will be cursed.  We also read about 
kashruth, Shemittah (release after 7 years), giving charity, and prohibition of human sacrifices.  This parsha 
contains 55 mitzvots – 17 positive and 38 negative. 
 

Behold, I set before you this day a blessing  
and a curse: 
the blessing, if ye shall hearken unto the  
commandments of the L-rd your G-d...; 
and the curse, if ye shall not hearken unto  
the commandments of the L-rd your G-d... 

Deuteronomy 11:26 
The parsha opens with these words setting forth the principle of free will.  Individually, and as a nation, we have 
the choice between the two ways.  What we choose determines our future. 
 

For thou art a holy people unto the L-rd thy G-d,  
and the L-rd hath chosen thee to be His own  
treasure out of all the peoples...Thou shalt not  
eat any abominable thing. 

Deuteronomy 14:2-3 
Kashruth is a means to separate us from the other peoples, and for a constant reminder of our special 
relationship with G-d.  Also, the forbidden things are not fully desirable as part of our diet. 
 

If there be among you a needy man, one  
of thy brethren, within any of thy gates, in  
thy land, which the L-rd thy G-d giveth thee,  
thou shalt not harden thy heart, nor shut thy  
hand from thy needy brother. 

Deuteronomy 15:7 
You should give charity willingly, courteously, discretely, compassionately, generously and appropriately. 
 
Haftorah summary and selections 
Isaiah 54:11-55:5 
The haftorah is the Third Haftorah of Consolation.  Four more will follow and then Rosh Hashanah.  Boy, does 
tempus fugit. BTW, the events in the haftorah precede the development of Latin by a few hundred years.  The 
Hebrew language preceded Latin by over a thousand years.  Today, Latin is not a spoken language, while over 
15 million know some Hebrew with half of them able to speak it and Hebrew is the official language of the State of 
Israel.  Shalom! 
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History of the Other Peoples at the Time of Exodus 
 
Country 

 

 
At time of the Exodus 

 
Today  

Egypt Major power and the start of their decline. 
Built the great temple at Luxor and biggest monuments that 
are still standing including the Sphinx 
Obelisks served as sundials. 
Head of Nefertiti sculpture. 

Same old, same old 

Babylon 
(The people who 
destroyed the 
Temple Solomon 
built) 

Abraham was born here (ca. 1800 BCE) 
Advanced civilization.  Had the Code of Hammurabi for 300 to 
500 years. 
King Nebuchadnezzar I, 100 years later. 
 

Iraq 

Troy Trojan War. The Iliad and Odyssey by Homer 500 years in the 
future immortalized that period. 
Helen of Troy story took place. 

Asia Minor and part of Iran 

Greece Helen was the mythical ancestor of all Greeks. 
Oedipus married his mother.  
Dorians conquer Peloponnesus. 

Nice place to visit 

Phoenicians 
(Canaan) 

The Phoenicians dominate Mediterranean commerce. 
Their great claim to fame - the alphabet (around 1000 BCE).  
They were also the first to navigate in the sea at night. 

Israel and so-called 
Palestinian territory 

Philistines These were Mycenaeans and Phrygians invaders who struck 
Canaan a little time after the Exodus.  They gave the land the 
name of Palestine.  
Note: Sometime later the Greeks developed a legend of a 
Phrygian king named Midas. 
The Mycenaeans were the people that sacked Troy.  

The Philistines eventually 
disappeared after being 
defeated by David 
 

Italy A figment of imagination - their history started 200 years after 
the Exodus. 

Another great place to 
visit, and fantastic food 
and wine 

Mexico Mexico’s earliest known settlements were during this period.   
Sun Pyramid in Teotihuacan. 

Also a nice place to visit 
but don’t drink the water 

China Strong culture separated from Biblical and Western culture.  
Advanced mathematics and properties of Pythagorean triangle 
theory.  Great astronomy.  Silk fabrics.  Had a 40,000-
character dictionary. 

Somehow they ended up 
America’s largest creditor 

Ethiopia Becomes independent power around this time.   
A legend has Moses living here during the period between the 
time he left Egypt as a young man and appeared in Midian as 
an older man. 

Famine 

Assyria Conquered Babylon.  Beginning of Iron Age Syria 
India Ganges civilization.  Caste system developed 300 years later. Largest place U.S. 

businesses outsource 
English language work  

Scandinavia Beginning of their Bronze Age - the Iron Age already began in 
Middle East 

Includes Norway which is 
a hot bed of Anti-Semitism 

Hittites Developed the technique for smelting and carbonizing iron and 
used it predominantly for weapons. 

Turkey 
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Rosh Chodesh Elul 

 
 
The Month of Elul and  

Selichot  

Significance: Time of reflection  
leading up to Rosh Hashanah and  
Yom Kippur 
Customs: Blowing the shofar  
(ram's horn); asking people for 
 forgiveness; reciting penitential 
prayers 

The month of Elul is a time of repentance in preparation for the High Holidays  
of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. Tradition teaches that the month of Elul is a 
particularly propitious time for repentance. This mood of repentance builds  
through the month of Elul to the period of Selichot, to Rosh Hashanah, and  
finally to Yom Kippur. 
 
The name of the month (spelled Alef-Lamed-Vav-Lamed) is said to be an  
acronym of "Ani l'dodi v'dodi li," "I am my Beloved's and my Beloved is  
mine," a quote from Song of Songs 6:3, where the Beloved is G-d and the "I" 
 is the Jewish people. In Aramaic (the vernacular of the Jewish people at the  
time that the month names were adopted), the word "Elul" means "search,"  
which is appropriate, because this is a time of year when we search our hearts. 
According to tradition, the month of Elul is the time that Moses spent on  
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Mount Sinai preparing the second set of tablets after the incident of the golden 
 calf (Ex. 32; 34:27-28). He ascended on Rosh Chodesh Elul and descended on 
 the 10th of Tishri, at the end of Yom Kippur, when repentance was complete.  
Other sources say that Elul is the beginning of a period of 40 days that Moses  
prayed for G-d to forgive the people after the Golden Calf incident, after which  
the commandment to prepare the second set of tablets was given. 
 
Customs of Elul 
During the month of Elul, from the second day of Elul to the 28th day, the shofar 
 (a hollowed out ram's horn) is blown after morning services every weekday.  
The shofar is not blown on Shabbat. It is also not blown on the day before 
 Rosh Hashanah to make a clear distinction between the rabbinical rule of  
blowing the shofar in Elul and the biblical mitzvah to blow the shofar on  
Rosh Hashanah. Four blasts are blown: tekiah, shevarim-teruah, tekiah.  
The MIDI file on the Rosh Hashanah page emulates this combination of  
blasts. Rambam explained the custom of blowing shofar as a wake-up call  
to sleepers, designed to rouse us from our complacency. It is a call to repentance. 
 The blast of the shofar is a very piercing sound when done properly. 
 
Elul is also a time to begin the process of asking forgiveness for wrongs done 
 to other people. According to Jewish tradition, G-d cannot forgive us for sins 
 committed against another person until we have first obtained forgiveness 
 from the person we have wronged. This is not as easy a task as you might 
 think, if you have never done it.   This process of seeking forgiveness  
continues through the Days of Awe. 
 
Many people visit cemeteries at this time, because the awe-inspiring nature of  
this time makes us think about life and death and our own mortality. In addition,  
many people use this time to check their mezuzot and tefillin for defects  
that might render them invalid. 
 
Selichot 
As the month of Elul draws to a close, the mood of repentance becomes more 
 urgent. Prayers for forgiveness called selichot (properly pronounced 
 "s'lee-KHOHT," but often pronounced "SLI-khus") are added to the daily 
 cycle of religious services. Selichot are recited in the early morning, before 
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 normal daily shacharit service. They add about 45 minutes to the regular  
daily service. 
 
Selichot are recited from the Sunday before Rosh Hashanah until Yom Kippur. 
 If Rosh Hashanah begins on a Monday or Tuesday, selichot begins on the  
Sunday of the week before Rosh Hashanah, to make sure that there are at  
least 3 days of Selichot.  
 
The first selichot service of the holiday season is usually a large community  
service, held around midnight on Motzaei Shabbat  (the night after the sabbath  
ends; that is, after nightfall on Saturday) . The  entire community, including 
men, women and older children, attend the service, and the rabbi gives a  
sermon. The remaining selichot services are normally only attended by 
those who ordinarily attend daily shacharit services in synagogue. 
 
A fundamental part of the selichot service is the repeated recitation of the  
"Thirteen Attributes," a list of G-d's thirteen attributes of mercy that were 
 revealed to Moses after the sin of the golden calf (Ex 34:6-7): Ha-shem [1],  
Ha-shem [2], G-d [3], merciful [4], and gracious [5], long-suffering [6],  
abundant in goodness [7] and truth [8], keeping mercy unto the thousandth 
 generation [9], forgiving iniquity [10] and transgression [11] and sin [12], 
 who cleanses [13]. Why is "Ha-shem" listed twice as an attribute? And why 
 are three of these "attributes" Names of G-d? Different names of G-d connote 
 different characteristics of G-d. The four-letter Name of G-d (rendered  
here as "Ha-shem") is the Name used when G-d is exhibiting characteristics 
 of mercy, and the Talmud explains that this dual usage indicates that G-d  
is merciful before a person sins, but is also merciful after a person sins.  
The third attribute is a different Name of G-d that is used when G-d acts in  
His capacity as the almighty ruler of nature and the universe. 
 

 
Taken from Judaism 101  
The month of Elul and Selichot 
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CONGREGATION BETH OHR CEMETERY 
 
 

Beth Ohr owns and operates a cemetery, which is located on Ernston 
Road in Sayreville.  The cemetery is a non-profit entity using existing 
funds and fundraising as its source of operating revenues.  
Membership in Beth Ohr entitles each congregant to one individual 
plot, which must be reserved at a cost of $50.  All other costs such as 
perpetual care, administrative fee, funeral, plot opening, headstone, 
etc., are borne by the family of the deceased.  Please call Phyllis 
Greenberg in the office at 732-257-1523 or, if the office is still 
closed, 732-939-2720 for further details.
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Classical Caterers 

In these difficult times Classical Caterers would like to 
offer freshly made kosher meals and kosher meats. 

 

Kosher meals will be prepared in ready to heat microwaveable containers.*** 
All orders preferred by Friday and will be ready for curbside pick up the following Wednesday or Thursday *** 

*** Local Delivery available for $20.00 extra charge *** 
**Free Delivery for 55+ Communities Monroe, Marlboro, Manalapan** Please select "Pick up" at checkout and 

write note "free delivery & address for delivery in the notes section. 
 4 meal minimum order required 

Pick Up Locations (selected at checkout): 
~B'Nai Tikvah, North Brunswick, NJ 

Regular: Wednesday, between 12pm and 2pm 
~Beth El, Voorhees, NJ 

Regular: Wednesday, between 12pm and 2pm 
~The Jewish Center of Princeton 

Regular: Thursday, between 11am and 1pm 
~Temple Beth Ahm Yisrael, Springfield, NJ 
Regular: Thursday, between 12pm and 2pm  

 To order go to: htpps://classical.catertogo.com 
Classical Caterers 
(732) 297-6444  
evan@classicalcaterers.com  
1001 Finnegans Lane  
North Brunswick, NJ 08902 
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29,  
 

Scholars in their Residences - Preparing our Souls for the Holy Days 
 
Congregation Beth Ohr, Congregation Torat El, Marlboro Jewish Center, Monmouth Reform Temple, 
Temple Beth Ahm of Aberdeen, Temple Beth Shalom, Temple Rodeph Torah, Temple Shaari Emeth, 
Temple Shalom of Aberdeen 
 
Together we invite you to enjoy this incredible online community learning 
opportunity with some of the world’s leading Jewish scholars.  The following is the 
link to the program: 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89053499213?pwd=aURjZDk4dEMySl
hGTnhTTVZCTlJpZz09 
 
Wednesday, August 19, 2020 , 7:30-8:45 p.m. 
The Problem and Promise of Words -- Considering the Significance of Kol Nidrei 

with Rabbi Eliezer Diamond 
Kol Nidre is simultaneously moving and confusing. Why does it have such prominence 
in our Yom Kippur liturgy? We will look a bit at its history and the struggles over its 
place in the Yom Kippur service and we will consider how Kol Nidre can be seen as 
clarifying the central mission of Yom Kippur. 

Rabbi Dr. Eliezer Diamond is the Rabbi Judah Nadich Associate Professor of Talmud and Rabbinics at 
JTS. He teaches courses in rabbinic literature in addition to introductory, intermediate, and advanced 
Talmud study. In 2003 Eliezer published Holy Men and Hunger Artists: Fasting and Asceticism in 
Rabbinic Culture. The book provides a thorough reassessment of the role that asceticism plays in 
rabbinic Judaism, suggesting that asceticism is more pervasive than is generally thought. He is the editor 
of a forthcoming volume containing a commentary on Yerushalmi Pesahim by the late Professor Louis 
Ginzberg accompanied by a historical and methodological introduction.  His current project is a book 
about prayer. The prayer volume will address the problem of cognitive dissonance for the contemporary 
worshipper and will offer readings of traditional liturgy that use midrashic methodology to find meaning 
and relevance in these prayers for the modern Jew. 
 
Wednesday, August 26, 2020,     10:00-11:15 a.m. EST 
The Vidduiy /Confessional Prayer: Origins, Psychological and Sociological Aspects, Classical and 
Innovative Versions 

with Rabbi Dalia Marx (joining us from Israel) 
People often don’t realize that Judaism has a tradition of confession. Come explore the 
origins of the communal and personal practice, the effect that it has on us both as 
individuals, and as a community, and experience both ancient and modern innovative 

versions of this prayer. 
Rabbi Dalia Marx, Ph.D., is the Rabbi Aaron D. Panken Professor of Liturgy and Midrash at HUC-JIR's 
Taube Family Campus in Jerusalem, and teaches in various academic institutions in Israel and Europe. 
 Marx, tenth generation in Jerusalem, earned her doctorate at the Hebrew University and her rabbinic 
ordination at HUC-JIR in Jerusalem and Cincinnati in 2002. She is involved in various research projects 
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and is active in promoting liberal Judaism in Israel. Marx writes for academic and popular journals and 
publications. 
 She is the author of When I Sleep and When I Wake: On Prayers between Dusk and Dawn (Yediot 
Sfarim, 2010, in Hebrew), A Feminist Commentary of the Babylonian Talmud (Mohr Siebeck, 2013, in 
English), About Time: Journeys in the Jewish-Israeli Calendar (Yediot Sfarim, 2018, in Hebrew) and the 
co-editor of a few books. She recently co-authored the new Israel Reform Siddur, T’filat HaAdam. Marx 
lives in Jerusalem with her husband Rabbi Roly Zylbersztein (PhD) and their three children. 
 
 
Sunday, August 30, 2020,   11:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. 
Rock Into the New Year with Rebecca Shoffer  Join singer songwriter & Jewish educator, Rebecca 
Schoffer for a playful, interactive New Year celebration! Get ready to rock your way into Rosh 
Hashanah with Rebecca  

 
(and her puppets!) This Zoom gathering will be filled with singing, dancing and meaningful reflections 
for the whole family. We may not be together in person, but we can celebrate the NEW year a NEW 
way! 
Rebecca Schoffer is the Director of Jewish Family Engagement and the leader of the Shababa 
community at the 92nd Street Y in New York City. She is a musical and experiential Jewish educator, a 
singer songwriter, cantorial soloist and a playwright of family theater. Rebecca brings her background in 
theater, acting, music and improvisation to the Jewish educational space, travelling around the world to 
lead Jewish musical celebrations for families and teach workshops for educators. Rebecca was a 
recipient of the 2020 Young Pioneers Award, which celebrates innovative Jewish educators. Rebecca's 
music is available on Spotify and other streaming sites, so you can sing and dance along at home 
anytime. (Stay tuned for her new album of Jewish family music being released in 2020!) For more info 
check out www.RebeccaSchoffer.com. 
 
 Wednesday, September 2, 2020,   7:30-8:45 p.m.  
Hayom Harat Olam: How Can We Recreate Our World? with Rabbi Aviva Richman 
As we approach Rosh Hashanah in a year when the world may feel like it's on the brink of collapse, we  

 
have to ask ourselves what it takes for the world to be born anew.  We will study a collage of rabbinic 
sources woven together in R. Yitzhak Hutner's collected essays on Rosh Hashanah to confront and 
embrace what it means to face God and face ourselves and the task that lies ahead.  Rabbi Aviva 
Richman is a Rosh Yeshiva at Hadar, and has been on the faculty since 2010. A graduate of Oberlin 
College, she studied in the Pardes Kollel and the Drisha Scholars' Circle and was ordained by Rabbi 
Danny Landes. She is completing a doctorate in Talmud at NYU. Interests include Talmud, Halakhah, 
Midrash and gender, and also a h of niggunim. 
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PLEASE JOIN CONGREGATION BETH FOR THIS SPECIAL PROGRAM 
To register or for assistance with a purchase or investment, please contact:  
Linda Schmidt, Registered representative at linda.schmidt@israelbonds.com  


